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Who is Smart Growth America?

Smart Growth America is a national non-profit organization 

dedicated to researching, advocating for, and leading 

coalitions to bring smart growth practices to more 

communities nationwide.

• SGA Leadership Institute

• Local Leaders Council



What is “smart growth”?

• Smart growth is a better way to build and 

maintain our towns and cities. 

• Smart growth means building urban, 

suburban and rural communities with 

housing and transportation choices near 

jobs, shops and schools. 

• This approach supports local economies 

and protects the environment.



Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) 

TOD can leverage existing and planned 

transit infrastructure to promote 

economic development, revitalization, 

smart growth, and expand housing 

options in response to market demands 

and lifestyle preferences. 
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What is TOD?



National Transit-Oriented 

Development 

Technical Assistance

Ladders of Opportunity 

Initiative
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FTA has engaged Smart Growth America 

(SGA) to lead a team of experts to provide 

technical assistance that includes a 

variety of TOD planning and analysis 

tools. 

SGA’s team will provide expert advice on preserving 

affordable housing, securing advantageous commercial 

development, planning for and managing economic 

development, and other tailored assistance. 

National Public Transportation ▪ Transit-Oriented Development 

Technical Assistance ▪ Ladders of Opportunity Initiative



7

SGA’s team includes LOCUS, the National Complete 

Streets Coalition, Smart Growth Leadership Institute, 

and T4 Consulting.  SGA is also supported by other 

partners.

National Public Transportation ▪ Transit-Oriented Development 

Technical Assistance ▪ Ladders of Opportunity Initiative

Enterprise Community Partners
The Overhead Wire
MZ Strategies
SK Solutions 

Urban Land Institute 
Justice and Sustainability Associates
Strategic Economics 
Van Meter Williams Pollack



National Public Transportation ▪ Transit-Oriented Development 

Technical Assistance ▪ Ladders of Opportunity Initiative

Or, just, the “TOD TA program”

• FTA-sponsored

• Provide TA to communities with federally-

funded transit projects

• Focused on addressing needs of 

disadvantaged communities
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Or, just, the “TOD TA program”

• 2 types of TA engagement:

– In-depth (extended)

– Targeted (short-term)

• 9 recipients this year
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National Public Transportation ▪ Transit-Oriented Development 

Technical Assistance ▪ Ladders of Opportunity Initiative



Or, just, the “TOD TA program”

• Web site (coming)

• Peer network

• Best practice and general assistance
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National Public Transportation ▪ Transit-Oriented Development 

Technical Assistance ▪ Ladders of Opportunity Initiative
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Orenco Station (Portland Max Blue Line)

First and foremost, 

transit-oriented 

means 

pedestrian-oriented.

What does TOD really mean?

Transit adds value to real estate principally by enabling 
the creation of high density, walkable environments.



Equitable TOD

Done properly, TOD promotes economic development, 

provides communities with transit access to jobs and 

services, and transforms areas near transit into compact, 

mixed-use developments with quality pedestrian 

environments.  

Successful equitable TOD is development that provides 

access to housing, jobs, and transportation for all members 

of the community. 
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Equitable TOD

Can we make our community more walkable, 

provide high-quality public transportation, 

and 

accommodate a diverse population?
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Equitable TOD

Other things equal:

• Urban land is more valuable

• A successful policy of compact development and 

the enhancement of “livability” will generate 

higher land values

• This implies a need for policy and 

implementation strategies aimed at housing 

affordability

16



Richmond TOD Technical Assistance
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How might TOD best practices apply in Richmond?
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How might TOD best practices apply in Richmond?

Orleans St. station 
& Fulton Area
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Richmond TOD Technical Assistance

Help the City create an action plan for 

equitable TOD implementation. 

• Complement the on-going TOD planning 

efforts underway.

• Help the City prepare to be ready when 

BRT service begins.  
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Richmond TOD Technical Assistance

Two components:

• Market assessment of the station areas 

along the corridor.

• Orleans Station/Fulton area planning for 

TOD.
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Broad Street & E. Main Street Corridor BRT 

Station Assessments

• Approx. 30% of the TA

• Goal:  Identify station areas with the greatest near-term 

TOD potential.

• Identify tools to advance affordable and work force 

housing targets as a key element of the long-term 

redevelopment of the BRT corridor. 

• Conduct market assessment for each of the 14 BRT 

stations along the corridor; more detailed focus for up to 

6 station areas (plus Orleans Street station area).
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Orleans Station/Fulton area planning 

for equitable TOD 

• Approx. 70% of the TA

• City has prioritized a focus on the development potential 

of the area around the eastern terminal station at 

Orleans Street (also known as the “Rockett’s Landing” 

station) and the adjoining Fulton area.

• Goal: Ensure that the resulting transit-oriented 

development provides benefit to the residents of the 

Fulton community, and incorporate affordable housing 

policies “that will ensure the TOD will be advanced in a 

manner that will provide for affordable housing within the 

development indefinitely.”
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Orleans Station/Fulton area planning 

for equitable TOD 

• Initial assessment of the Fulton Neighborhood; 

document existing conditions.

• Outreach to the community, engage key stakeholders.

• Conduct an urban design charrette. 

– Create a vision for the future of the Orleans Street Station area.  

– 3 or 4 days (May 31 – June 2).

– address issues of land use, changes to the built environment, 

affordable housing, connectivity, etc.

25



Our partners for Richmond TA

• Enterprise Community Partners

• Van Meter Williams Pollack

• MZ Strategies



For more information, please contact me:
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Thank you

Christopher Zimmerman
Vice-president for Economic Development

czimmerman@smartgrowthamerica.org

(202) 971-3939
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