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Localities are expanding transportation options       
nationwide, providing better access and more 
public transportation, rail, bicycling and walking 
choices. Here in the Greater Richmond Region, 
significant steps have been taken recently 
to address one of our greatest transportation 
gaps — the lack of effective regional public 
transportation services. 

Why Should You Care?
The surge in attention to transit and other 
transportation choices is primarily due to the 
multiple benefits these options offer; helping 
to boost economic activity, relieve traffic 
congestion, provide greater access to jobs, 
revitalize communities and reduce vehicle 
pollution. Experience has shown that if you build 
a great place, people and companies will follow. 
And transportation is a cornerstone to building a 
great place.

Forward-thinking communities increasingly 
recognize that a community’s ability to 
successfully attract and retain young 
professionals and prosperous retirees depends on 
a strong transit system. National survey data from 
the Rockefeller Foundation shows that two-thirds 

of millennials place high-quality transportation in 
their top three concerns when evaluating a new 
place to live.  

Every segment of society – individuals, families, 
communities and businesses – benefits from 
public transportation, even if they don’t ride it. 
According to a 2015 survey, more than three-
quarters of residents believe that bus service 
improves the overall quality of life of residents 
living in our region.

Reducing or eliminating driving has a huge 
impact on household finances as well. For 
example, a two-person household can save, on 
average, almost $10,000 a year by downsizing to 
one car. 

In addition, according to the American Public 
Transportation Association (APTA), transit 
generates $4 in economic returns for every 
$1 invested and residential property values 
performed 42% better on average if they were 
located near public transportation with high-
frequency service. Research commissioned 
by APTA and the National Association of 
Realtors in 2013 indicated that urban form and 
transportation options played a key role in the 
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ability of residential properties to retain value 
during a recession.

Good News in the Richmond Region
This is an exciting time for transit in our region. 
The new Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system, the Pulse, 
is the largest transit infrastructure investment 
in the city in decades. Think of it as a modern 
streetcar that runs on wheels, much of it in its own 
dedicated lane, that can serve as the spine to a 
whole new transit network. The Pulse will begin to 
roll down Broad and Main Streets in 2018, running 
buses every 10-15 minutes along its 7.6 mile route 
to activity centers from Willow Lawn to Rocketts 
Landing.

GRTC will launch a new transit network plan at 
the same time as the Pulse. The network plan will 
better integrate existing routes with the new Bus 
Rapid Transit system, and it will also provide more 
frequent service on other routes, but with fewer 
stops to go farther faster.  

The economic study GRTC conducted 
concluded that the Pulse could significantly 
increase local property values, including raising 
residential property values by $349 million to $1.2 
billion. To help capture potential benefits, city 
council recently adopted a Pulse Corridor Plan 
that will encourage greater development near 
the new transit stations with an emphasis on more 
compact, mixed use development and fewer 
parking lots, while also providing incentives for 
providing affordable housing.  

On a regional scale, a new Greater RVA Transit 
Vision Plan calls for BRT service to be added 
to six major routes. Although the counties only 
have minimal transit service today, discussions 
are currently underway in both Henrico and 
Chesterfield to expand and improve service and 
there is significant public support for such steps. 

Challenges Ahead
There are, however, challenges to transit in our 
future that can halt the wheels of progress.  
Many of these challenges involve funding. At the 
federal level, budget proposals are pending in 
Congress that would significantly cut available 
funding for new transit services.  

At the state level, an August report to the 
General Assembly from the Virginia Department 
of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT) cited a 
33 percent increase in the demand for public 
transportation services over the last decade. The 
General Assembly’s modest funding increases 
for public transit over the last two decades, 
however, have been unable to meet the 
growing demand for investment in transit capital. 

So what can you do?  
• Contact government officials: Let local, 

state and federal officials know you support 
public transportation in your community. 
Federal officials particularly need to hear 
that they should not support budget cuts to 
transit. 

• Use it or lose it: Show your support for public 
transportation, including using it whenever 
possible. Systems with high ridership are 
better able to expand routes, upgrade 
services and technology, and qualify for 
government funding. 

• Tell the story: Your family, friends, colleagues 
and clients will be much more likely to also 
support public transportation if they hear 
good things about it from you! 


